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A single male or coalition of males (up to seven) holds tenure over one or more prides, and effectively excludes strange males from siring cubs with pride females (Packer et al. 1991a). Competition among males for pride tenure is intense, and average tenure is only two (Packer et al. 1988) to three years (Stander 1991). Males will only seek tenure over or breed with related pride females under unusual circumstances (e.g., when the population is small and there are barriers to dispersal: Pusey and Packer 1987, Packer et al. 1991a,b). Males are also highly social: coalitions in the pre- and post-tenure periods hunt and scavenge cooperatively, and larger coalitions of 4-6 males can maintain tenure more than twice as long as 1-2 males (> 47 months) (Bygott et al. 1979).

Despite maternal defense, infanticide is common when males take over a new pride: most females with dependent offspring lose their cubs within a month of a takeover, and those that are pregnant lose their cubs shortly after giving birth. In this way, males assure paternity during their short reproductive lifetime, which is generally only as long as their period of pride tenure. In response, females show a burst of heightened sexual activity for about three months following a takeover, attracting other males and encouraging competition that ensures that the fittest (often largest) coalition is able to gain tenure. They remain infertile (anovulatory: Smuts et al. 1978) during this "testing" period, and only afterwards, when tenure has stabilized, tend to breed in synchrony (Packer and Pusey 1983). Litters born synchronously have a higher survival rate (probably due to maximal maternal care [Bertram 1975b]), and tend to show a sex ratio biased toward males. This may be because groups of related males reproduce more successfully (Pusey and Packer 1987).

Coalitions of >4 males are always related (being born in the same pride, but not necessarily of the same mother), while pairs frequently consist of unrelated males (and less frequently, a related pair teams with an unrelated male to form a trio) (Packer et al. 1991a). Reproductive success increases with coalition size (Bygott et al. 1979, Packer et al. 1988). Although at least one member of male coalitions larger than two fails to breed successfully (Packer et al. 1991a), through kin selection (Bertram 1976) non-breeding helpers which are related still ensure that some portion of their genes are passed down.
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